
  KS1 KS2 

 Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Breath of Study (awaiting 
updates) 

Comparing our local 
area to an area in 
Africa. (Non-European 
region) 

Identifying seasonal 
daily weather patterns 
in the UK and in 
Africa. 

Identifying the physical 
and human features of 
seaside environments 

The world now: its 
continents and 
oceans. 

A comparison of 
Devon and The 
Gambia 

How do we show 
others where we 
live? (Mapping our 
locality) 

 

Comparing Devon 
with the Solomon 

Islands 

Investigating Rivers 

Dartmoor (UK 
region) 

 

Settlers; physical 
and human 

geography affecting 
where people have 

settled in the 
past.(aut) 

Climate Zones – 
global warming and 
its implicationsand 

the role of 
renewable energies 
(links with climate 

change in the 
Solomons) (spr) 

 

Physical geography 
of Europe. Linked to 

Victorians and 
today. (Sum) 

 

(Alaska / Canada – 
N American region) 
– exploring different 
biomes – Tundra / 
Desert/ Grassland  

Exploring Mountain 
Environments – 

What does it take to 
survive in 

acontrasting 
environment? 

Storms Around the 
World to change to 
Our Extreme World 

– natural disasters to 
incorporate 

earthquakes and 
volcanoes 

 

Water as a valuable 
resource.(link with S 

American study) 

Comparison between 
UK and Greece. 

(history link) A portrait 
of Europe: impact of 
tourism. (European 

Region) 

 

Fieldwork (awaiting 
updates) 

Use simple fieldwork 
and observational 
skills to study the 
geography of the 
school and it’s 
grounds and the 
human and physical 
features of the 
surrounding area. 

DEVON Wildlife 
Trust Project – 

investigating the 
impact of humans on 

an environment 

 

Travel and Traffic 
survey  

Local Area study – 
comparing the 

human and physical 
geography of old 
and new Feniton. 

Why the changes? 
(aut) 

 

The arrival of the 
railway in Feniton– 
impact on human 

and physical 
geography?  

Link to Louis 
Stephenson (Sum) 

 

Local study – study 
of Escot. Wetlands / 

woodlands 

How was local land 
used in the time of the 

Tudors / Battle of 
Fenny Bridges? How 

and why has it 
changed? 

 

Geographical 
Enquiry 

Make observations 
about where things 
are within the 
classroom and around 

Ask and respond to 
simple questions: 
What is it like to live in 
this place? How is this 

Children are 
encouraged to ask 
simple geographical 
questions: Eg Where 

Begin to ask and 
initiate geographical 
questions. 

Ask and respond to 
questions and offer 
their own ideas. 

Begin to suggest a 
question for 
investigating. 

Suggest a question for 
investigating. 

Use primary and 
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school. 

Share information 
books and pictures as 
sources of information. 

place different to 
where I live? 

Express opinions 
about different places 
and the seasons. 

Use information books 
and pictures as 
sources of information. 

Make observations 
about where things 
are within around 
school and in the local 
area. 

Ask questions about 
the weather and 
seasons. 

Observe and record 
e.g how many times it 
rains in a week in the 
winter and the 
summer. 

 

is it/ What’s it like? 
How are life styles 
different and why? 
(spr) 

Express opinions 
about different places 
and the seasons and 
give detail in your 
reasons. (spr) 

Non-fiction book, 
stories, maps, photos 
and the internet are 
used a sources of 
information. (Aut/Spr 
Sum) 

Investigate their 
surroundings. (Spr 
Sum) 

 

Make appropriate 
observations about 
why things 
happen.(Spr) 

Make simple 
comparisons 
between features of 
places and write 
comparatively. (Spr) 

Study pictures of 
localities in the past 
and in the present 
and ask, ‘How has it 
changed?’ (Sum) 

Non-fiction book, 
stories, maps, 
photos and the 
internet are used a 
sources of 
information. 

Investigate places 
and themes at more 
than one scale. 

Begin to collect and 
record evidence. 

Analyse evidence 
and begin to draw 
conclusions e.g 
make comparisons 
between two 
locations using 
photos. 

Make reasoned 
judgements about 
where photos are 
taken: e.g a 
mountain top in 
France because 
France has a large 
mountain range. 

Which rivers do you 
think are the 
largest? 

 

(aut) 

Extend sources of 
information to 
satellite images and 
aerial photos.(aut) 

Investigate places 
and themes at more 
than one scale.  

Collect and record 
evidence with some 
support. 

Analyse evidence 
and draw 
conclusions e.g 
make comparisons 
between locations. 
(Spr Melanesia /UK) 

 

Begin to use primary 
and secondary 
sources of evidence 
in their 
investigations. 

Collect and record 
evidence unaided. 

Analyse evidence 
and draw 
conclusions e.g 
compare historical 
maps of varying 
scales e.g 
temperature of 
various locations 
and influence on 
people / everyday 
life. 

secondary sources of 
evidence in their 
investigations. 

Collect and record 
evidence unaided. 

Analyse evidence and 
draw conclusions e.g 
compare historical 
maps of varying scales 
e.g from field work data 
on land use comparing 
land use / temperature, 
look at patterns and 
explain reasons behind 
it. 

Location and 
Direction 

Follow directions 
(up/down, left/right, 
forwards/backwards) 

Name, locate and 
identify characteristics 
of the four countries 
and capital cities of 
the United Kingdom 
and its surrounding 
seas. 

Use simple compass 
directions (North, 

Name and locate the 
world’s seven 
continents and five 
oceans. (Aut) 

Use 4 compass 
points to give and 
follow 
directions.(Sum) 

Build on prior 
knowledge to locate 
and name the 
continents on a 
World Map.  

Locate and name 
the main counties 
and cities in/around 
Devon Compare 2 

On a world map, 
locate areas of 
similar 
environmental 
regions, either 
desert, rainforest or 
temperate regions. 
(Spr) 

Use 4 compass 

Locate the main 
countries in Europe 
and North or South 
America. Locate and 
name principal cities. 

Locate and name 
the main counties 
and cities in 

On a world map locate 
the main countries in 
Africa, Asia and 
Australasia/Oceania. 
Identify their main 
environmental regions, 
key physical and 
human characteristics, 
and major cities. 



South, East and West) 
and locational and 
directional language 
[for example, near and 
far; left and right], to 
describe the location 
of features and routes 
on a map. 

Use letter/number 
co-ordinates to locate 
features on a map. 
(Sum) 

 

different regions in 
UK rural/urban. 

 

Locate and name 
the countries 
making up the 
British Isles, with 
their capital cities. 

Identify longest 
rivers in the world, 
largest deserts, 
highest mountains. 

Compare with UK. 

Identify the position 
and significance of 
Equator, N. and S. 
Hemisphere, 
Tropics of Cancer 
and Capricorn. 

Use 4 compass 
points well to give 
and follow 
directions. 

Use letter/number 
co-ordinates to 
locate features on a 
map with 
confidence. 

points well and 
begin to use 8 
points to give and 
follow directions. 

Locate the main 
countries of Europe 
inc. Russia. 

Identify capital cities 
of Europe. 

 

England. 

Understand biomes: 
Tundra / Desert / 
Grassland  

Identify the position 
and significance of 
latitude/longitude 
and the Greenwich 
Meridian. Linking 
with science, time 
zones, night and day 

Use 8 compass 
points with 
confidence. 

Begin to use 4 figure 
co-ordinates to 
locate features on a 
map. 

Linking with local 
History, map how land 
use has changed in 
local area over time. 

Name and locate the 
key topographical 
features including 
coast, features of 
erosion, hills, 
mountains and rivers. 
Understand how these 
features have changed 
over time. 

Use 8 compass points 
with confidence and 
accuracy 

Use 4 figure co-
ordinates confidently to 
locate features on a 
map. 

Begin to use 6 figure 
grid refs; use latitude 
and longitude on atlas 
maps. 

 

Place 
Knowledge 

Learn the name of the 
school. 

Learn the name of our 
village / place they 
live. 

Know we live in 
England. 

Know the names of 

Understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
studying the human 
and physical 
geography of a small 
area of the United 
Kingdom, and of a 
small area in a 
contrasting non-
European country 

Understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
studying the human 
and physical 
geography of a small 
area of the United 
Kingdom, and of a 
small area in a 
contrasting non-
European country 

Compare a region 
of the UK with a the 
Solomons  

eg. local hilly area 
with a flat one or 
under sea level. 
Link with Science, 
rocks. 

Understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
the study of human 
and physical 
geography of a 
region in a 
European 
country.(aut ) 

Compare a region in 
UK with a region in 
N. America with 
significant 
differences and 
similarities. E.g 
mountain ranges of 
Alaska / Yellowstone 
Park. 

Compare a region in 
UK with a region  S. 
America with 
significant differences 
and similarities. Eg. 
Link to life in the Brazil 
– living in a city favela 
(shanty town) 
Understand some of 
the reasons for 
similarities and 



some other countries. 

Regularly look at a 
globe and understand 
that it shows the 
world. 

concentrating on islands 
and sea sides 

Learn the names of 
some places within 
and around the UK e.g 
Feniton / Exeter / 
Devon / London / 
England / France. 

Write the school 
address / home 
address. 

Locate UK on a globe. 

concentrating on 
towns and cities. 
(Spr) 

Write the school 
address / home 
address 
independently. (sum) 

Locate continents 
and UK on a globe 
and in an atlas (Aut). 

Explain the purpose 
of a capital city and 
form an opinion on 
how this affects 
population size. (Aut) 

 differences. 

Human & 
Physical 

Geography 

 Identify seasonal and 
daily weather patterns 
in the United Kingdom. 

 Identify the location of 
hot and cold areas of 
the world in relation to 
the Equator and the 
North and South Poles  

Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to refer to:  

 key physical 
features, including:, 
forest, hill, mountain, 
beach, coast, sea, 
river, season, weather 

 key human features, 
including: city, town, 
village, factory, farm, 
house, office, shop. 

Be able to verbalise 
and write about 
similarities and 
differences between 

Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to refer 
to:  

 key physical 
features, including: 
beach, cliff, coast, 
forest, hill, mountain, 
sea, ocean, river, 
soil, valley, 
vegetation, season 
and weather (Spr) 

 key human 
features, including: 
city, town, village, 
factory, farm, house, 
office, port, harbour 
and shop (Spr) 

 

Describe and 
understand key 
aspects of: 

Physical geography 
including Rivers 
and the water 
cycle, excluding 
transpiration,  

Introduction to 
Volcanoes and 
earthquakes linking 
to Science:rock 
types. Understand 
and communicate 
the cause of 
volcanoes and the 
process that occurs 
before a volcano 
erupts. Draw 
diagrams and use 
the correct vocab 
for each stage of 
eruption. 

Ask and answer 
questions about the 

Describe and 
understand key 
aspects of: 

Physical geography, 
including: climate 
zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts  
(Spr) 

Types of 
settlements in 
modern Britain: 
villages, towns, 
cities. (Aut/Sum) 

Human geography 
including trade 
between UK and 
Europe and Rest of 
World (Solomon 
Islands) (Victorians 
UK/Germany 

 

Describe and 
understand key 
aspects of : 

Physical geography 
including coasts, 
rivers and the water 
cycle including 
transpiration; 
climate zones, 
biomes and 
vegetation belts. 

Identify hilliest and 
flattest areas. 

Physical geography 
including Volcanoes 
and earthquakes, 
looking at plate 
tectonics and the 
ring of fire. 

 

 

Describe and 
understand key 
aspects of : 

Fair/unfair distribution 
of resources (Fair 
trade). 

Distribution of natural 
resources focussing on 
energy  



two localities. effects of 
volcanoes. 

Discuss how 
volcanoes affect 
human life. 

Human geography 
including trade links 
in the Pre-roman 
and Roman era. 

Identify the equator 
and locate places 
that are the hottest. 
Make predictions 
about where the 
coldest places are. 

Critically study 
photos – do you 
think these were 
taken close to the 
equator? 

 

Geographical 
Skills & Field 

work 

 Use world maps, 
atlases and globes to 
identify the United 
Kingdom and its 
countries. 

Use simple fieldwork 
and observational 
skills to study the 
geography of their 
school and its grounds 
and the key human 
and physical features 
of its surrounding 
environment. 

Take photos of 
interesting things in 
the local area and 
explain what the 
photos show. 

        Use aerial 
photographs and 
plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks 
and basic human and 
physical features; 
(Sum) 

        Devise a simple map 
of a place visited and 
use and construct 
basic symbols in a 
key. (Sum) 

 

Use maps, atlases, 
globes and 
digital/computer 
mapping (Google 
Earth) to locate 
countries and 
describe features 
studied.  

Learn the eight 
points of a 
compass, 2 figure 
grid reference 
(maths co-
ordinates), some 
basic symbols and 
key (including the 
use of a simplified 
Ordnance Survey 
maps) to build their 
knowledge of the 
United Kingdom 

Use maps, atlases, 
globes and 
digital/computer 
mapping (Google 
Earth) to locate 
countries and 
describe features 
studied 

Learn the eight 
points of a 
compass, four-
figure grid 
references. 

Use fieldwork to 
observe, measure 
and record the 
human and physical 
features in the local 
area using a range 
of methods, 
including sketch 

Use maps, atlases, 
globes and 
digital/computer 
mapping mapping 
(Google Earth) to 
locate countries and 
describe features 
studied 

Use the eight points 
of a compass,  four-
figure grid 
references, symbols 
and key (including 
the use of Ordnance 
Survey maps) to 
build their 
knowledge of the 
United Kingdom  in 
the past and 
present. 

Use fieldwork to 

Use maps, atlases, 
globes and 
digital/computer 
mapping mapping 
(Google Earth) to 
locate countries and 
describe features 
studied 

Extend to 6 figure grid 
references with 
teaching of latitude and 
longitude in depth. 

Expand map skills to 
include non-UK 
countries. 

Use fieldwork to 
observe, measure and 
record the human and 
physical features in the 
local area using a 



Stidy aerial photos of 
the school / local area 
and label key features. 

Create memory maps 
of journeys in the local 
area. 

Use simple compass 
directions (North, 
South, East and West) 
and locational and 
directional language 
[for example, near and 
far; left and right], to 
describe the location 
of features and routes 
on a map. 

and the wider world 

Use fieldwork to 
observe and record 
the human and 
physical features in 
the local area using 
a range of methods, 
including sketch 
maps, plans and 
graphs, and digital 
technologies. 

maps, plans and 
graphs, and digital 
technologies.(Trains 
arriving in Feniton 
Impact now 
compare to past?) 

observe, measure 
and record the 
human and physical 
features in the local 
area using a range 
of methods, 
including sketch 
maps, plans and 
graphs, and digital 
technologies. 

range of methods, 
including sketch maps, 
plans and graphs, and 
digital technologies. 

Using Maps 

 

All classes need 
to consider the 

range of 
maps/atlases / 
globes which 

are displayed in 
the classroom 

and which 
children can use 
throughout the 

year for 
reference. 

Use picture maps and 
globes. 

Recognise that a map 
is about a place. 

Find land and sea on 
globe and on picture 
maps. 

Use a simple picture 
map to move about 
the school or a place 
visited e.g the beach. 

Understand that a 
world map and a globe 
show the same thing. 

Use Use an infant atlas 
and large scale OS 
maps. (Aut/Spr/Sum) 

       Follow a route on a 
map. (sum) 

       Use a plan 
view.(Sum) 

Use OS maps. 

Begin to use 
mapping sites on 
the internet. 

Junior atlases begin 
to use to locate 
places. 

Identify features on 
aerial / oblique 
photos. 

Recognise world 
map as a flattened 
globe. 

Follow a route on a 
map with some 
accuracy 
(orienteering) 

Recognise points 
on a map (A,B,C) 

Use medium scale 
land ranger OS 
maps. (Vik) 

Use mapping sites 
on the internet. 

Junior atlases – use 
index and contents. 

Identify features on 
aerial / oblique 
photos 

Follow a route on a 
large scale map 
with some 
accuracy. 

Be able to locate 
countries on a 
globe. (aut/sum) 

Begin to identify 
significant places 
and environments. 

Use OS maps. 

Begin to use 
mapping sites on the 
internet. 

Junior atlases – use 
index and contents 
independently. 

Use atlases to find 
out specific info 
about features of 
places e.g the 
wettest place. 

Identify features on 
aerial / oblique 
photos and compare 
with maps. 

Select maps for 
specific purposes. 

Identify significant 
places and 
environments. 

Use OS maps to follow 
a route and describe 
the features shown on 
the OS map. 

Begin to use mapping 
sites on the internet. 

Junior atlases – use 
index and contents 
independently and use 
to find out about 
features of places e.g 
mountain ranges / 
weather patterns. 

Identify features on 
aerial / oblique photos. 

Be able to locate 
places on a world map 
shown from different 
perspectives and not 
just UK central. 

Confidently identify 
significant places and 



environments. 

Drawing Maps 
and 

Representation 

Draw simple story 
maps of imaginary 
places and from 
stories. 

 

Draw story maps of 
imaginary places and 
from stories. 

Use own symbols on 
an imaginary map. 

       Draw a map of real or 
imaginary places (e.g 
add detail to a sketch 
map from an aerial 
photo) (Sum) 

       Begin to understand 
the need for a key.   
(Sum)                                               

Make class- agreed 
symbols to make a 
simple key. (Sum) 

 

Make a map of a 
short route 
experienced, with 
features in the 
correct order. 

Make a simple 
scale drawing. 

Know why a key is 
needed and use 
standard symbols. 

Begin to recognise 
symbols on an OS 
map. 

Make a map of a 
route experienced, 
with features in the 
correct order. 
(Vikings) 

Make a simple 
scale drawing. 

Draw a sketch map 
using symbols and 
a key. 

Use / recognise OS 
symbols. 

Begin to draw a 
thematic map based 
on their own data. 

Use / recognise OS 
symbols. 

Begin to recognise 
atlas symbols. 

Draw a thematic map 
based on their own 
data. 

Use / recognise OS 
symbols. 

Recognise atlas 
symbols. 

Perspective Draw around objects 
to make a plan. 

Make a plan of objects 
placed in a sand tray. 

        Look down on 
objects to make a 
plan view map. 
(Sum) 

Begin to draw a 
sketch plan from a 
high view point. 

Draw a sketch plan 
from a high view 
point. (Viking 
village) 

Draw a plan view 
map with some 
accuracy. 

Draw a plan view map 
with accuracy. 

Scale / Distance Use relative 
vocabulary (e.g 
bigger/smaller, 
like/dilike) 

Begin to spatially 
match places (e.g 
recognise UK on a 
small scale and large 
scale map) 

        Begin to match 
boundaries (E.g find 
same boundary of a 
country on different 
scale maps) (Aut) 

Match boundaries 
(E.g find same 
boundary of a 
country on different 
scale maps) 

Find and recognise 
places on maps of 
different scale (train 
track to Fention?) 

Begin to measure 
straight line 
distance on a map. 

Begin to use a scale 
to measure distance. 

Draw and use maps 
and plans at a range 
of scales. 

Use a scale to 
measure distance. 

Draw and use maps 
and plans at a range of 
scales. 

 


