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Reception Rangers 
The Reception children have made a 
fantastic start this term and have 
already enjoyed our first class treat 
of wearing pyjamas to school! Well 
done to all of them! 
We have been using books as a basis 
for our learning and started with ‘In 
My Pocket’ where we practised care-
ful counting.  
We then went on to do ‘Brown Bear’ 
and the children did a fantastic job of 
painting the animal outlines and learnt 
how to use a story map to orally retell 
the story. 
 

We made full use of the good weather 
at the start of term and the children 
enjoyed exploring different ways of 
moving in the adventure playground. 
This week they tried balancing a 
beanbag on different parts of the 
body such as hand, elbow and head!  

Year 1  

The children have settled brilliantly 
into both the Year 1 classes, and    
independently come in to sort out 
their snacks, wash their hands and 
choosing their own lunches on the   
interactive white boards. 

We have been enjoying our learning 
with lots of children writing their own 
‘It’s my birthday’ stories at home. 
Over the last 2 weeks we have been 
writing their own poetry based on 
sounds we hear in different locations. 

 

We have also enjoyed learning 
about different body parts, our 
joints and senses. We have been on 
sight walks, hearing walks, de-
scribed what we feel and everyone 
enjoyed the smelly pots! 
We all got excited when we found 
where we live on Google maps and 
were all able to describe our 
routes to school.. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We all enjoyed learning about 
Spain on International Language 
day. We made flags, learned the 
names of colours and tasted some 
Spanish food. 

Year 2 
In Year 2, we have had a brilliant 
start to the year, and have been 
enjoying studying different  
habitats and animals including the 
lesser-spotted Gruffalo.  We've 
also noticed that the natural habi-
tat of Year 2 pupils may be one of 
chocolate and marshmallows, so it 
was a good job that on our Europe-
an Day of Languages we were look-
ing at all things Swiss with our 
chocolate fondue experience!  (We 
did also find out that there are 
four languages spoken there, in-
cluding Romansch which 
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I have come that they may 
have life, and have it to the 

full.  
John 10:10 

 
Each half term we write an         
extended weekly bulletin to provide 
you with an update on some of the 
curriculum opportunities the classes 
have been experiencing. Despite  
social distancing and lots of extra  
cleaning, we have all been very busy! 
 
Little Explorers 

The Little Explorers have enjoyed 
spending time outside. The para-
chute games are a particular favour-
ite and the children enjoyed being 
out on a windy day! 

The children led the way with our 
road safety training. A big thank 
you to Mr Wright who volunteered 
his time to teach the children in the 
FSU and Year 1 how to cross the 
road safely. 
 
 



 
even Mr Button had never heard of    
before!)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3  

This half term we have enjoyed some 
lovely weather to begin our forest ses-
sions. We have been learning about fire 
safety and how to build a fire; built a 
new bug hotel and went on a bug hunt to 
see what insects are living in our school. 
We have also been exploring a variety of 
techniques for cutting, slicing and grat-
ing fruits and vegetables. The children 
have had fun making food faces and eat-
ing them!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 4  

Year 4 had a lovely day discover-
ing a Norwegian artist on Europe-
an Day of Languages. Andreas Lei 
makes paintings from animal out-
lines that blend the landscape of 
the area and the animals feet 
painted as the animal itself. 
The children used tissue paper to 
create the background and then 
cut out a silhouette to go over 
the top to emulate Andreas Lei 
artwork. 

Year 5 
This half term Year 5 have been 
taking part in a weekly running 
challenge. Our results will be 
compared against other schools 
in the local learning community 
and the winners will be announced 
next half term. Year 5 have 
worked really hard on this      
challenge and everyone has im-
proved their score. Well done!  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
We have been learning about space 
in all aspects of the curriculum. We 
have used the theme in our science, 
history, computing and DT work and 
even our English.  
 
 
We have learnt about the planets, 
discovered the history of the space 
race and even designed a robotic arm 
that could be used by NASA. The 
class have enjoyed the subject so 
much that we have been inundated 
with PowerPoints that the children 
have made as extra homework!  
 

Year 6  
 
As a returning topic Year 6 have 
been excitedly learning about the 
events of WWII. They researched 
the devastation caused by the raids 
on Exeter and were able to match 
modern day buildings to those pre-
war. 
Evacuation and the Blitz gave them 
the impetus to produce a newspaper 
article and a diary entry. All the 
class are enjoying learning about the 
war and Mrs Spry is loving the 
teaching of it. 

 

 



School Development Priorities 
2020—2021 
This year we will continue to strive to 
achieve the best for every child at 
Feniton School. The governors, senior 
management team and staff have set 
priorities for improvement in the 
coming year. Our four main priorities 
are: 
1.Words, Words, Words – embedding 
vocabulary & spelling strategies.  
 
2.Developing metacognition –
 retrieval practice and knowledge or-
ganisers to support home learning.  
 
3.Return to school: supporting chil-
dren’s anxieties and re-establishing 
positive attitudes to learning (using 
the 5 point scale / PSHE curriculum/ 
Reading for enjoyment).  
 
4.Return to school: re-establishing 
secure assessment judgements and 
supporting children who are working 
below expectations to close the 
gap through quality first teaching, 
post-teaching and pre- teaching.  
 
Playtimes  
Please ensure your child has a coat in 
school every day. We do have play-
times outside even in cold and wet 
weather— so your child does need to 
be prepared! 
 
NSPCC Online Safety Advice 
The NSPCC in conjunction with O2 
have highlighted some websites and 
apps that have the potential to cause 
anxiety and potential danger for chil-
dren. They advise that you check 
your child's phones and tablets to 
see if any of these apps have been 
downloaded and talk to them about 
the possible repercussions of using 
them. See information attached to 
this week’s email. 
 
Covid 19 Updates on School 
Website. 
We have added information for log-
ging onto Google Classroom. 
 
PTA Updates 
There are several fundraising events 
coming up and we would like parents 
to know that while we are grateful 
for all contributions, there is no 
pressure to take part.  
Last week the PTA sent home a 
Christmas pack with information on 
all the fundraising events taking place 
next half term. Do contact the school 
office if you didn’t receive one. 
 
School Lunches 
Pudding menu next half term will be 
as follows: 
Monday- organic fruit ice lolly 
Tuesday- vanilla biscuit 
Wednesday- ice cream pots 
Thursday- chocolate cracknel 
 Friday- hobnob cookie 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Children in Need 
Friday 13th November 2020 
Together We Can! 

Homework 
At Feniton we believe that homework 
can be a valuable way of helping  
parents to engage with their child’s 
learning and help the child to pursue 
areas of learning which particularly 
interest them. We also understand the 
pressures on family life and fitting 
everything in, which is why we do 
strongly encourage homework but when 
family life is too busy, we do only re-
quest that parents sign the homework 
sheet at weekly intervals to 
acknowledge that you are aware of the 
homework set. As detailed in our 
Home/School Agreement, parents are 
expected to ensure there is a quiet 
place available and support the school’s 
homework policy by always signing 
homework and taking an active interest 
to complete homework on time. 
 
Year 6 Torbay and Devon Civic 
Award 
Our Year 6’s have started to plan their 
Civic Award for this year. There will be 
opportunities to start new hobbies and 
help to improve the school and local 
area. 
 
Finley B, now Y7 would like to extend 
his thanks to everyone who supported 
him in raising £255 for Screech Owl 
Sanctuary. A fantastic effort! 

 
This will be our third year taking part 
in the award and each year we are 
amazed by the children’s initiative,   
independence and desire to make a   
positive difference to their own lives 
and to others. We look forward to   
seeing the impact our Year 6 have this 
year! 
 
Forest School Area Request 
Many thanks for the donations we have 
received. We now have sheds to store 
the fire wood and tools. If you have 
paving slabs, sand, concrete that could 
be used to lay a floor inside the shed 
or the skills to complete the job, 
please let us know. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Baby Bank 
Christmas Toy Appeal 
Next half term we will have a      
collection box outside the library 
for children to donate a new toy for 
a 0-2 year old: soft toys, wooden 
jigsaws, push chair and pram toys, 
building bricks etc. 
This collection will take place 
through November and we will send 
our donations to the Baby Bank 
Network who will deliver the       
donations to local families in need. 
 
Baby Bank Network Exeter is a  
registered charity no.1180848 
which is based in Exeter and  
supports families throughout Devon. 
In the last year it has helped many 
families in the Honiton and East 
Devon area. 
Mrs Parsons became a trustee of 
the charity last year and a group of 
our Yr 6 children were able to visit 
the charity to help pack the gifts. 
With the help of 
local businesses and 
schools, the charity 
was able to provide 
presents to over 
200 local children in 
2019 and it hopes 
to do the same in 
2020. Families in 
need are referred 
to the charity by health, social and 
education professionals. 

 

https://www.facebook.com › 
Places › Exeter, Devon › Baby 

School lunches have been a chal-
lenging part of the day, but we 
have now settled into a routine. 
Some classes need to eat in their 
classrooms and so next half term 
we will be continuing to serve the 
school lunches in plastic contain-
ers with wooden cutlery as this 
enables the lunches to be    
transported more easily. 

https://www.facebook.com/Baby-Bank-Network-Exeter-735125696682293/about
https://www.facebook.com/Baby-Bank-Network-Exeter-735125696682293/about


Next Half Term… 
 
Inevitably, next half term will feel 
different to normal. We have       
cancelled our Christmas shows due 
to the restrictions on the use of 
school spaces and singing. We have 
also had to cancel a visiting theatre 
group who would have entertained 
the children. However,  Christmas 
will not pass us by. In fact we will 
take full advantage of the time we 
would have spent rehearsing for the 
shows and we are going to enjoy a 
festive week at the end of term. 
The children will enjoy a Christmas 
themed lunch, a Christmas party in 
their bubble and a week filled with 
festive fun activities.  
 
We will also support Children in Need 
with a fund raising day  and we will 
take some time for reflection on   
Remembrance Day. 
 
The curriculum will focus strongly 
on embedding core knowledge in 
maths and English, but over the 
term all classes will have experi-
enced a rich curriculum. The only 
subjects that have been omitted 
are Music and French, which we 
plan to reintroduce in the new 
year. These subjects require a 
sharing of equipment and specialist 
teaching, which we do not have the 
capacity for this term. 
 
All of the important measures we 
have put in place this term to ensure 
additional cleaning of spaces and    
rigorous handwashing and hygiene will 
continue. We will do all we can to 
maintain a Covid Secure environment 
for children and staff and if it be-
comes necessary for the school to 
close one or more bubbles, parents 
will be immediately informed and kept 
updated. 
 
 
Dates For Your Diary... 
 
October 
 
Mon 26th — Friday 30th Oct—Half 
term break 
 
November  
Mon 2nd —Return to school  
 
Wed 4th - PTA Bag2School  
 
Fri 6th— PTA Christmas Cards; tea 
towels and Enchanted Memories 
deadline 
 
Fri 8th—Service of Remembrance 
3pm 
 
Thurs 12th—Individual and Family 
Photographs tbc 
 
 
 
 

 

Fri 13th Children in Need 
 
Fri 27th—PTA Christmas Photo 
Shoot 
 
WB 30th—Year 6 Bikeability 
 
December 
 
Fri 4th– NHS Flu Vaccinations 
 
WB 14th—  Christmas Activity 
Week  
 
Fri 18th Christmas Jumper Day  
and Last Day of Term. 
 
January 2021 
Tues 5th —Return to school 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


