
RECEPTION RANGERS       September 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Parents,  
Thank you for your support in helping the children make a settled and happy start to school the past 
two weeks.  They have been taking part in a variety of ‘busy learning’ activities both inside and out, 
and are having a lot of fun!  They have been fantastic and are already gaining monkeys towards 
their class reward! 
 
Themes 
There are several different themes based on stories which run throughout the term. This half term I 
started with the story ‘In my pocket’ and will then be moving on to the stories of ‘Brown Bear, Brown 
Bear, what do you see?’ and ‘Dear Zoo’.  I will be helping the children to become immersed in these 
stories and they will be learning to orally retell them and then the children will help change the 
stories slightly to produce different versions!  Different areas of the curriculum are linked to the 
stories including art and craft activities.  In maths we will be focusing on counting and recognising 
numbers, and will also be making patterns and looking at distance, weighing and money.  Phase 2 
phonics teaching will be starting in week 3.  The children will be following Jolly Phonics which links 
each letter and sound to an action.  They will learn 3 or 4 letters each week.  There will be a sheet 
in their book bag which tells you the letters, sounds and actions, so you can help them practice 
these at home.  There is also a link on the school website showing the articulation of the sounds 
which I would recommend you watch. We will then start to use the sounds we learn to begin to read 
and write simple words.   
This half term, we will focus on well being and ensure the children feel safe and settled as they start 
school. We will also be finding out how to wash hands properly and why this is important, as well as 
learning about road safety, with the children visiting the School Crossing Patrol Officer! 
 
Special events 
Friday 25th September is European Day of Languages when we will do different activities 
associated with a European country.  We have chosen to do France and the children are invited to 
dress in the colours of the French flag (red, white or blue).  
 
Homework 
From week 3, I will put some homework ideas on Tapestry (on Fridays).  These will include the 
letters/sounds the children have been taught that week, so you can practice these with your child.  
There will also be a phonics reading booklet which the children can try to read to you, using the 
sounds they have just learnt!  I would be grateful if you can keep the booklet in the plastic wallet 
and in their book bag as they may also be used in school and will be changed each week.  In 
addition there will be some ideas of maths activities linked to their learning in school that week. The 
children will also have a ‘pink 1’ reading book (which may have decodable words or repeated text) 
and a library book which they will choose themselves. Please record in their orange reading record 
book when you have been able to do some reading practice with your child. Reading is a focus for 
the school development plan and I would encourage you to aim to share a book with your child 
daily, enjoying the story together.  
 
A few reminders 
Please make sure sweatshirts and cardigans, snack pots, drinks bottles and lunch boxes are clearly 
named, as children often forget which one is theirs and we get quite a collection!  
Your child also needs to have a change of clothes in school in case of any toilet accidents.   
School news will be communicated every Thursday via an email bulletin. The website is also a 
useful reference for dates and resources.  
 
If you have any queries or concerns, please do arrange to come in after school to see me. 
 
Many thanks, 
Mrs Palfrey  


