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Year 1 
 
We have enjoyed our topic of 
‘Ourselves’ and got very excited when 
looking on Google maps to find        
Feniton. We looked at the map to find 
where we live and have learned our 
address. We also had a very soggy 
walk around Feniton, but it did not 
dampen the children’s spirits. They 
were all very enthusiastic, especially 
if we went near their house and the 
walk inspired them to draw their own 
maps when we were eventually back in 
class. 

Our Science topic has been to explore 
our senses. The children have played 
games using their senses and used 
their sight to spot the differences 
and our sense of touch to guess what 
was hiding in the bag. Everyone en-
joyed using their sense of smell to 
guess what was in different pots! 

Year 2 

We have been learning about how    
animals are adapted to their habitats 
this half term. The children have   
designed their own animals and have 
been painting habitats for their    
creatures to live in.  

 
Year 3 
Year 3 have had a very chocolatey 
half term, discovering its delights 
on our Willy Wonka day, and then 
sampling Belgium's version as 
well!  As we have been learning 
though, chocolate is great as part 
of a balanced diet.  We have been 
advising our pen-friend, Grendel on 
how to enjoy a range of food in 
sensible quantities, and designed a 
Healthy Snack Room for Willy 
Wonka's factory!   
 

 

 
 
 

17th October 2019: No 1 

I have come that they may 
have life, and have it to the 

full.  
John 10:10 

 
Each half term we write an         
extended  weekly bulletin to provide 
you with an update on some of the 
curriculum opportunities the classes 
have been experiencing... 
 
 
Reception Rangers 
The children in both Reception clas-
ses have made a great start to the 
year.  They have been working hard 
and following our class rules, so they 
have already had several class 
treats!   
France was our country for Europe-
an Language Day and the children 
dressed up in the colours of the 
French flag, learnt the song Frere 
Jacques and ate croissants! 

We have also had Mrs Nichols, from 
EDDC, who came in to show the  
children the importance of washing 
their hands carefully.  They used a 
fluorescent soap and ultra violet 
light which showed them if they 
hadn’t washed their hands properly!  
We were then taught a five step 
method for washing all parts of our 
hands! 



Year 4 

  We participated in an enjoyable after-
noon at The Kings School for a multi 
skills event, filled with a lot of noise but 
equally as much heart! Well done Year 4 
for showing brilliant values, earning cer-
tificates in respect, team work, passion, 
energy & enthusiasm.  

Our history topic of the Anglo – Saxons 
led us to make our own villages, from 
this we will work out the types of job 
available and reasons for settlement. 

Year 5 
Year 5 had great fun taking part in a 
STEM project to design and build a “Jet 
Car” from a kit of parts supplied by the 
Sidmouth Science Festival.  Inspired by 
the ‘Bloodhound’, the world’s fastest car 
clocking 1000mph, we learnt about what 
forces cars face and how to make our 
own project aero-dynamic.  We designed 
our jet cars in groups of three, then had 
great fun making and personalising  
them….they looked amazing!    
On the 1st October the Sidmouth Scien-
tists visited Feniton to set up the race 
track on the playground and we were 
joined by Year 5 at Tipton to add an ex-
tra bit of competition!  The winning car 
covered 25 metres in just 1.5 seconds!   
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

It was a great project and the 
children really enjoyed seeing 
their work being tested in com-
petition.  Huge thanks to the 
Sidmouth Scientists for their 
time and  help on the day.  

Year 6 
The children from Year 6 helped 
to sort the wonderful amount of 
produce kindly donated to the 
school for Harvest Festival. The 
children, accompanied by mem-
bers of staff, then distributed 
the bags to some senior resi-
dents in the village. It has been 
wonderful to receive thank you 
letters from so many grateful 
residents. Our thanks must also 
go to Gary Grove at the Spar 
shop who kindly donated all the 
paper carrier bags.  

 
European Day of Languages 
 
This half term we enjoyed a day 
filled with learning about the cul-
ture and language of a different 
European country. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Golden Time 
In Years 1—6 we reserve a small slot 
in the timetable for rewarding the 
children’s good behaviour with time 
for free play or a structured  
activity with an adult. The aim of 

Golden Time is  
 to reward all children for 

keeping to the school rules; 
 to develop a consistency of 

expectations throughout the 
school; 

 to motivate all children to  
         behave and try their best. 
 
Children lose minutes of Golden Time 
for breaking a school rule.   
Before a minute/s is/are taken away 
the children are reminded of the 
rule that they are breaking and given 
a chance to stop by being given a 
warning. 
To some children who behave  
brilliantly well, it can be a shock to 
lose a minute, on the rare occasion 
that they may let their behaviour 
‘slip’. On these occasions staff will 
reassure the child that it is ‘just’ a  
minute and that it is okay if we occa-
sionally break a minor rule. Priority 
for the class teacher is to aim for 
consistency (which in itself can be 
very difficult to achieve in the busy-
ness of the school day.) 
We are grateful to parents who  
reinforce this at home and do not 
overly concern themselves with one 
minute lost. Be reassured that if 
there was a concern with your child’s 
behaviour the class teacher would be 
in contact with you  
immediately. 
 
 
Sponsored Commando Challenge 
 
Please do ensure all sponsor money is 
sent in tomorrow or in the first few 
days after half term—Many thanks. 
The children had a great time… 
 
“I really like the challenge because 
you get really muddy. It was a great 
way to cool down. My favourite was 
the cargo net. I have lost my shoe in 
it every year since Year 3!” Euan Y6 
 
“The tunnels were fun. It was dark 
and lumpy inside.” Will Y3 
 
Building Works 
Governors are preparing for a large 
refurbishment of classrooms for 
Years 1,3 and 4. The first phase of 
these works will commence in the 
half term break, but temporary 
works / finishes will be in place until 
the summer holidays when works will 
be completed. 
We do not anticipate any disruption 
to children’s learning. 

 
 



School Development Priorities 
2019—2020 
This year we will continue to strive to 
achieve the best for every child at 
Feniton School. The governors, senior 
management team and staff have set 
priorities for improvement in the 
coming year. Three of the main prior-
ities are: 
1.To ensure all children receive a 
broad and balanced curriculum which 
is progressive in skills and knowledge 
with a particular focus on PSHE. 
2. To improve children’s vocabulary 
across the curriculum. 
3. To improve teaching and learning 
of spelling and grammar. 
 
Our school data for 2018-19 is 
available on the school website 
in Important Documents 
 
Playtimes  
Please ensure your child has a coat in 
school every day. We do have play-
times outside even in cold and wet 
weather— so your child does need to 
be prepared! 
 
Photos on mobile phones—
safeguarding 
Thank you to everyone who has fol-
lowed our policy and not used their 
mobile phone on the school premises. 
The main reason for this is to safe-
guard ALL the children. There are 
children in the school who for safe-
guarding reasons can not have their 
photo taken. A digital image is also a 
piece of personal data and we have a 
responsibility to ensure this is man-
aged safely and appropriately. 
Please note that this does include 
not using your mobile phone at drop
-off times and pick-up when you 
are waiting for your child. 
 
Reception Classes Visual 
Screening 
Monday 4th November 
All Reception children will have a vis-
ual screening eye test with the NHS 
in school on Monday 4th November. 
Further details are attached to this 
week’s email. Please return the slip if 
you do not wish for your child to take 
part. 
 
NSPCC Online Safety Advice 
The NSPCC in conjunction with O2 
have highlighted some websites and 
apps that have the potential to cause 
anxiety and potential danger for chil-
dren. They advise that you check 
your child's phones and tablets to 
see if any of these apps have been 
downloaded and talk to them about 
the possible repercussions of using 
them. See information attached to 
this week’s email. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Children in Need 
15th November 2018 
Wild and Wacky Fancy Dress 
 
For a £1 donation, everyone is invit-
ed to  dress wild and wacky, in  spots 
or as Pudsey Bear! 

Homework 
At Feniton we believe that homework 
can be a valuable way of helping  
parents to engage with their child’s 
learning and help the child to pursue 
areas of learning which particularly 
interest them. We also understand the 
pressures on family life and fitting 
everything in, which is why we do 
strongly encourage homework but when 
family life is too busy, we do only re-
quest that parents sign the homework 
sheet at weekly intervals to 
acknowledge that you are aware of the 
homework set. As detailed in our 
Home/School Agreement, parents are 
expected to ensure there is a quiet 
place available and support the school’s 
homework policy by always signing 
homework and taking an active interest 
to complete homework on time. 
 
Book Fair Bus 
Wednesday 6

th
 November  

The Book People Book Fair will be held 
in school. This year the Book Bus will 
be visiting! It may not squeeze every-
one in at once, but the bus will be avail-
able for parents to visit from 3pm, 
next to the main playground. 
 
This is a great opportunity to buy some 
Christmas presents at very reasonable 
prices. 
 
Fund Saver Work Day 
Have you noticed some of the jobs that 
have been completed around the 
school?  Thank you once again if you 
volunteered on this day. It made a mas-
sive difference to our school funds and 
to the appearance of the school. 
There are always jobs on the ‘to do 
list’, so do pop in and enquire if you 
have some free time to volunteer 
throughout the year. 
 
Sidmouth Science Festival 
This year every class participated in 
the Sidmouth Science Festival and con-
tributed to a piece of class artwork on 
the theme of celebrating our  
emergency services. 
A particular well done to Year 6 who 
were awarded a prize for their         
depiction of the Mountain Rescue    
Service.  
 
 
Please see diary dates on the 
next page…. 

 

Baby Bank 
Christmas Toy Appeal 
Next half term we will have a      
collection box outside the library 
for children to donate a new toy for 
a 0-2 year old: soft toys, wooden 
jigsaws, push chair and pram toys, 
building bricks etc. 
This collection will take place 
through November and we will send 
our donations to the Baby Bank 
Network who will deliver the dona-
tions to local families in need. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Baby Bank Net-
work Exeter is a  
registered charity no.1180848 
which is based in Exeter and  
supports families throughout Devon. 
Last year we supported this cause 
and Mrs Parsons became a trustee 
of the charity. Its aim was to     
provide a gift bag of presents for 
20-30 children and with the help of 
local businesses and schools, the 
charity was able to provide presents 
to over 120 local children. Families 
in need are referred to the charity 
by health, social and education pro-
fessionals. 
 
This year the appeal is being run by 
Y6 as part of their Civic Award. Do-
nations can be brought in to school 
until the end of November. 

Firework Safety & Road Safety 
This term in school the children will 
take part in assemblies to teach 
them about road safety and firework 
safety. 
The youngest children also receive a 
lesson from Mr Wright, our road 
crossing patrol man  about how to 
cross the road safely outside school. 



Dates For Your Diary... 
 
October 
Fri 18th—3pm Family Service led by 
Year 2 
 
Mon 21st — Friday 25th Oct—Half 
term break 
 
Mon 28th—Return to school  
 
Tues 29th PTA Christmas Card     
Design Deadline. 
 
November  
Fri 1st - Individual and family group 
photos  
Mon 4th til Wed 6th - PTA collecting 
uniform for sale at St. Andrew’s 
Fayre  
 
Wed 6th - PTA Bag2School (9am 
collection)  
 
Wed 6th—The Book Bus from 3pm 
 
Fri 8th—Service of Remembrance 
3pm 
 
Fri 15th Children in Need 
 
Sat 30th—St Andrew’s Fayre 
 
 
December 
Tues 10th- 2pm KS2 Carol Service 
  
Mon 16th 9:30am FSU Nativity 
Performance (Little Explorers &    
Reception Rangers) 
 2pm and 6:15pm KS1 Christmas Show 
(Years 1 & 2)  
 
Tues 17th- 2pm and 6:15pm KS2 
Christmas Show (Years 3 - 6) 
 
Wed 18th Christmas Lunch  
 
Fri 20th Christmas Jumper Day and 
Last Day of Term. 
 
January 2020 
Tues 7th —Return to school 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


