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Year 1 

Year 1 have enjoyed their theme of 
toys. We have sorted old toys and new 
toys and enriched our vocabulary by 
thinking of words to describe them. 
We have also enjoyed making our own 
playground equipment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All the children have enjoyed writing 
their own algorithms to control a 
BeeBot toy and planning a route to get 
it round a town. 
We have even had time to write our 
own stories based on Nobot the Ro-
bot! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 

Year 2 were visited by some unusual 
pets, European Tree Frogs. They 
shared their visitors with the whole 
school and found out that the tree 
frogs are amphibians and eat crickets. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 3 
 
Year 3 have been studying the Ro-
mans this term and we were lucky 
enough to have our very own Roman 
visitor.  It didn't take long for him 
to introduce us Dumnonii (the 
tribe from Devon) to Roman  
customs, ways and fashions, and in 
fact we adapted so quickly, that 
just after lunchtime we were being 
trained as soldiers in the Roman 
army. Then after only an hour or 
so later, we were deemed ready to 
fight the troublesome local tribes 
(Year 2,4 and 5).  It was not a 
pretty sight, but the testudo held 
up well, and victory was ours!    
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“Love is patient, love is kind. It does 
not envy, it does not boast, it is not 
proud. It does not dishonour others, 
it is not self-seeking, it is not easily 

angered, it keeps no record of 
wrongs."  

1 Corinthians 13:4-5 
 
Reception Rangers 
 
The Reception children had a visit 
from an Axe Valley Ranger and a 
selection of minibeasts which in-
cluded stick insects, Giant African 
land snails and a tarantula.  As well 
as finding out some interesting 
facts about these animals, the chil-
dren were given the opportunity to 
touch or hold the animals! 

 
We have also had a visit from EDDC 
Linda Nichols who showed the chil-
dren how important it was to wash 
their hands.  They used a lotion 
which was fluorescent under UV 
light and then washed their hands 

to see if they had removed all the 
lotion.  Many hadn’t, so she taught 
them 5 steps to wash their hands 
properly! 
 
Mrs Boyes (a dental nurse) came to 
talk to the children about how to 
look after their teeth. 



 
Year 4  
 
As part of our geography topic, Year 4 
have been exploring the rainforest, its 
creatures, climate and dan-
gers. Homework had also focused on this 
with some children building their own 
versions showing the different layers of 
the rainforest.     
 

“Everyone had really different and crea-
tive ideas for their rainforest models.” 
Solenn. 
 
“It is nice how they incorporated the 
different layers of the rainforest in the 
styles they did.” Daisy. 

 

 
 
 
 

Year 5 
Year 5, up, up and away, well 

nearly.   
The children have been learning 
about forces and as part of that 
subject, have taken part in the 
Fly to the Line Competition run 
by the RAF.   The class spent two 
days looking at the properties of 
gliders and designing and making 
their own glider. They worked in 
groups with the aim to fly the 
furthest distance and win the 
chance to represent Feniton at 
the regional finals at Bristol Aer-
odrome.   
Four children spent the morning 
making and testing their glider 
and finally competed against oth-
er schools underneath the wings 
of Concorde, as Kadence said, “It 
was a brilliant experi-
ence”.  Whilst Feniton did not win 
the round, the children made a 
brilliant glider and were rightly 
proud of their achievement.  
 
Year 6 
 

Year 6 recently visited We the 
Curious in Bristol. They had a 
wonderful time exploring the in-
teractive exhibits and discover-
ing interesting facts. They also 
took part in a workshop called 
Colourful Chemicals where they 
were able to mix different com-
pounds that reacted to produce 
amazing colours. Everyone then 
enjoyed a show about rockets 
and discovered how to produce 
the power needed to get a rocket 
into space. 
 
“The interactive exhibits were 
great to do and the workshop was 

brilliant fun, I learnt so much.” 
Fran 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“The trip was inspiring. I loved play-
ing with the chemicals and I learnt 
so many new things.”  Alfie 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank You From Norman Palmer 
School 
We have received a thank you from 
the Norman Palmer School for the 
£256 raised by the after-show col-
lections at Christmas.  

 
“I on behalf of the students, teach-
ers and School Board of Management 
wish to express our heartfelt gra-
titiude for the gift of money given 
to our school. We wish to extend our 
happiness to all involved in this ef-
fort to raise this huge amount of 
money to our school. We however 
stay very far from each other but 
we still unite with the unseen chain 
of the Holy Spirit.” 
 
God Bless 
Yours Faithfully  
Mathias Rorai 
 
Principal of The Norman Palmer School 
 
 



Residential Payments 
The payment deadline for Year 6’s  
Bicton Week and Residentials for 
Years 3, 4 and 5 is tomorrow.  
At the end of the month the school 
will have to decide if the amount of 
money received will cover the costs 
of the proposed visits. 
The school is not in the financial posi-
tion to be able to subsidise part-
payment on these visits. Therefore, 
please do ask to speak to Mrs Parsons 
if you have any questions relating to 
payment. 
Remember payments can be made in 
small instalments beyond February, 
but an agreement does need to be 
made in advance, so the school can 
budget for this. 
To help parents, we will send home a 
letter at the beginning of next half 
term, to those who have not paid. 
This letter will ask whether parents 
intend to pay. This information will 
help the school decide on a way for-
ward.  
Please be reassured that all infor-
mation regarding payments for edu-
cational visits is treated with the 
strictest confidentiality. 
 
Samaritan Workshops 
A big thank you to volunteers of The 
Samaritans who have led PSHE les-
sons this half term on the following 
subjects: 
 
Year 4—Listening 
Year 3—The Huge Bag of Worries & 
Supporting Our Friends 
Year 5 — What is Weighing You 
Down? 
 
These sessions are designed to  
support the children in thinking about 
how they can deal with their  
problems and worries; where they can 
get help and how they can support 
others. 
 
Keeping Ourselves Safe 
This week Mrs Parsons led an Act of 
Worship which focused on the sub-
ject of keeping ourselves safe. We 
discussed people in our lives who are 
safe, trusted adults and those who 
are not. We discussed what we can do 
in situations where we are confronted 
by a stranger or we feel uncomforta-
ble: Shout No; run away; tell a trust-
ed adult. 
 
We also talked about the importance 
of knowing that in an emergency (and 
only an emergency) we can ring 999. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Parent Information Sessions 
 
Wednesday 6th  March (3.45pm – 
5pm) - Parent Information Ses-
sion - all invited – Internet Safe-
ty by PC Evans.   Unfortunately we 
are unable to supervise children 
for this workshop because staff 
will be attending. 
 
Thursday 7th March (3.40pm – 
4.40pm) - Parent Information Ses-
sion – all invited - School Nurse – 
Sleep and toileting. Children from 
pre-school—Year 6 will be super-
vised by staff. 
 
These  information sessions will be 
held in the hall.  

 Have you signed the School 
Funding Petition ? 
Below is a link to an education funding 
petition that is currently gaining sub-
stantial support across the country to 
increase funding for schools:  
https://petition.parliament.uk/
petitions/232220  
 Schools are having to make difficult 
choices on how to spend their limited 
funding as their income has not kept 
pace with the rise in costs since 2010. 
All schools are working very hard to 
“make ends meet” but this is becoming 
increasingly difficult and verging on 
almost impossible. As funding has be-
come tighter, schools have had to cut 
back on:  
• Teaching and non-teaching staff  
• Support for more vulnerable pupils  
• Small group work for children who 
are not thriving in school  
• Teaching resources (parents being 
asked to pay for books and materials)  
• Subject choices in secondary 
schools  
Range of activities for primary  
pupils  
• Extra curricula activities provided 
free or subsidised  
• Repairs to buildings  
• Renewal of equipment  
  
The petition currently has over 
53,000 signatories and it is hoped 
that it can quickly increase to   
100, 000, which could trigger a de-
bate in the House of Commons.  
In Devon……  
Just to remind you of the countywide 
picture. Every child in a Devon school 
gets £294 less in funding than the 
national average. That means the 
county is losing out on £26.8 million 
every year. For the Otter Valley Fed-
eration this means £88,200 less 
funding!  

Severe Weather 
In the event of severe weather, 
please check the school website 
for notification of school closure. 
We will endeavour to email a mes-
sage via Parent Pay and ask that 
parents share the message on  
social media.  
 
 

Next Half Term.... 
World Book Day 
Thursday 7th  March 
All children are invited to come to 
school dressed as their favourite 
book character. The children will 
receive a £1 book token which they 
can swap for a free World Book Day 
book or £1 off a book worth £2.99 
or more at local Booksellers or at 
the Scholastic Book Fair being held 
in school on 14th/15th March. 
 
For more information about World 
Book Day and ideas on sharing books 
at home, visit worldbookday.com.  
 
Science Week  
This year's Science Week will take 
place from Monday 1st April with a 
science assembly for the children 
and end on Friday 5th April with 
each class presenting a short sum-
mary of their week's activities dur-
ing our Family Collective Worship. 
Our theme is science through sto-
ries. Each class will explore and dis-
cover the science hidden in a story 
book. We also have some scientists 
visiting school throughout the week 
to organise a range of activities for 
the children.   

Internet Safety 
We have become aware of a new  
internet craze that although not  
directed at  
primary age  
children, could 
be frightening 
for them should 
they come 
across it. The 
"Momo Chal-
lenge" is a form 
of cyber bully-
ing that is 
spreading 
through social media such as Insta-
gram and WhatsApp and on mobile 
phones. After users are enticed to 
contact a user named "Momo", they 
receive graphic threats from the 
user and are instructed to perform a 
series of dangerous tasks. if these 
tasks are not carried out threaten-
ing messages are sent with the  
intent of un-nerving or scaring the 
user.   

https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/232220
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/232220


Extended School Provision 
Do remember we offer a breakfast 
and after school care for children in 
Reception Rangers—Year 6.   Prices, 
opening times and a booking form are 
available on our website in the Parent 
Information section. 
 
PTA Amazon Wish List 
Many thanks to those who have  
already purchased items from the 
new Feniton PTA Wish List. This    
initiative has been set up by the PTA 
to enable parents to purchase items 
for the school if they wish to. As 
items are required by classes we will 
add them to the list, so do return to 
the list regularly to check out what 
has been added. 
 
Feniton Primary School PTA Link: 
http://www.amazon.co.uk/registry/
wishlist/16OQKL9G6M3UL 
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Other Dates for Your Diary… 
 
Wednesday 27th Feb—PTA meeting 
@ 7.30pm in the Social Club. 
 
Thursday 7th March—World Book 
Day 
 
Thursday 14th and Friday 15th 
March—Scholastic Book Fair. 
 
 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/registry/wishlist/16OQKL9G6M3UL
http://www.amazon.co.uk/registry/wishlist/16OQKL9G6M3UL

